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PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION OF 
THE BRONX HIGH SCHOOL OF SCIENCE
General Meeting
April 9, 2014

1. Call to Order: Co-President Adam Stern commenced tonight’s meeting at 7:00 PM. 

2. Approval of the March 11, 2014 Minutes: Parents were in consensus regarding the minutes. The minutes were approved and adopted.

3. Treasurer’s Report: Co-President Stern, reporting for Treasurer Martha Stratis, announced that fundraising efforts were slightly ahead of projections.  He noted that Ms. Stratis will provide a detailed report at the May, 2014 meeting which should include the results of the auction.

Mr. Stern reported that the projected budget income is $203,000 budget.  Expenses to date are a projected $236,000 budget.  Mr. Stern reported that the Executive board had a request for additional funds for the College Fair Dinner.  Mr. Stern announced that this event is on April 30. 2014. There will be many college representatives at this dinner.  The Executive Board requested a $1,500 increase in additional funds for the food allowance, and $1,500 for other miscellaneous expenses including supplies ($900) for the event, BxHSS gift bags containing BxHSS coffee cups ($600) and water bottles for each college representative.  Parents were in consensus regarding the additional funding request. The request was approved and adopted.

4.  Auction Update:    Mr. Stern announced that the Auction will be held on May 2nd at Landmark on the Park. The location is at 76th and Central Park West. Tracy Shelton and Liz Frydman will be Co-Chairs. Lonnie Quinn will be the auctioneer again.   Mr. Stern announced that there is a need for volunteers for many roles in the event. An effort is being made to solicit the food this year.  Mr. Stern announced that the goal is to raise $100,000.    

Ms. Liz Bruder reported on the status of the auction.  Approximately 100 items have been received to date.  She noted that at least 250 to make the auction successful.  The Auction Committee will do a separate E-blast to all parents and guardians of BxHSS student for outreach prior to Spring break.  Ms. Bruder-Frydman reported on the items currently available.    She reported on ticket sales noting that approximately 90 tickets have been sold to date, ahead of last year! She hopes for the sale of approximately 275 to 300.  Ms. Bruder-Frydman reported on the event logistics: including Food & Beverages, DJ, Rentals, and Floor plan of the Landmark.  She is waiting for confirmation from 23 local restaurants on Upper West Side for exact dishes to be served; Fresh Direct may host entire appetizer table.  Currently, several parents committed making and baking desserts to date. 


6.  Stephanie Newman, Ph.D.; Teens and the Internet 
Ms. Stephanie Newman presented a number of scenarios that teenagers engage in when using the internet.  She noted that parents look for changes in teens’ behavior to help determine if there are any problems.  

It is estimated that more than 90 % of teens will be a victim of some form of cyber-bullying.  Studies show that 18 % of high school students admit that they have been a victim of cyber-bulling.  Approximately 60% of all students have been cyber-bullied.  Over 21% of the students have acknowledged participation in cyber-bullying.  Ms. Newman cited several cases of cyber-bullying which have resulted in teen deaths or suicides!

Teens use social media and ”text” more than they speak.    Social Media 101 examples include:
Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter, YouTube, 
iChat, Sexting, 
AskFM, Vine, 
SnapChat, Tumblr, 
Pinetest, OABU, and AIM.

Ms. Newman suggested the following to assist parents in helping teenagers navigate through social media:
	Be aware of changes in behavior and/or moods.
	Grade slippage
	Excessive sleep.
	Show a true interest in your child.
	Your child should have several groups of friends.

Parental trust is important.  Parents should work with their children to share values.  Parents should encourage children to develop more inter-personal relationships.

A Q&A session followed. 


7. Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
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