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MEET THE SPEAKER 
 
 
 
WHO: SARA HARBERSON 
WHEN: Thursday 11/17/2016 she will speak at our PA meeting  
WHAT: Navigating the College Application Process 
 
 

 
SPECIAL OFFER FROM SARA!!!  

Attend the presentation and be entered to win  
a 1-hour college application consultation with Sara Harberson!   
Sara will donate four (one for each grade) 1-hour consultations. 

You must be present to win. 
 

 
Sara is the only private counselor in the country who has led both an admissions office at a 
highly selective college and a college counseling office on the other side of the process at an 
elite high school. She’s on a mission to arm students with the knowledge they need to gain 
acceptance to their dream colleges so they can achieve their best version of themselves 
through the admissions process.  We asked her five questions that will help you get to know 
her: 
 
1.Please tell me who you are and about your qualifications and experience/how you 
got here. 
I started giving campus tours in college as a freshman and received one of the coveted 
internships my senior year in the admissions office. I began my professional career as an 
entry level admissions officer at the University of Pennsylvania and rose up the ranks to 
become second-in-command in the office. I traveled extensively through the United States 
visiting high schools and giving speeches to families and guidance counselors. I felt most at 
home when I covered New Jersey and New York, though. The grit of a public school kid from 
New Jersey or New York has no comparison. Bronx Science was one of my high schools for 
many years. I still have fond memories of visiting this high school and being humbled by the 
applications that came from here.  
 
I left Penn to become the Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid at Franklin & Marshall 
College in 2008. F&M was a huge adjustment for me. I left Penn, a well-endowed institution 
with generous financial aid, and arrived at a college where we didn't have the same luxury. I 
never wanted financial aid to be the reason a student couldn't go to college. So, we shifted as 
much of our budget to making F&M more affordable and raised money for financial aid on 
behalf of the college.  
 
After a few years of staying at home with three young kids, I went back to work at the Baldwin 
School, an all-girls high school outside of Philadelphia, as the Director of College Counseling. 
It was a dream job - ambitious girls who had their sights set on attending the best colleges. 
But it was a 75 mile commute each way. I felt guilty I was leaving my kids so early in the 
morning so I wanted to be productive with my time. That's when I started making Admissions 
Revolution videos in my car on my way to work.  
 
2. What do you do? Why do you do what you do? 
I created two websites about college admissions in the last two years: 
AdmissionsRevolution.com and SaraHarberson.com. I regularly contribute articles about 
college admissions to Huffington Post and TODAY Parents. My opinion pieces about financial 
aid appeared most recently in the Atlanta Constitution-Journal and the Star-Telegram. My 
most widely referenced opinion piece about the Asian American bias in college admissions 
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was published in the LA Times. I recently learned that my LA Times piece has been 
referenced in several lawsuits filed by Asian American groups claiming discrimination against 
Ivy League schools.    
 
I do what I do because the right college changes the course of a young person's life. It did for 
me. I became enamored by the process when I was a high school senior at a large, 
disadvantaged high school in New Jersey. I made a lot of mistakes applying, but I ended up 
getting admitted to a college that I owe so much of my life to. The hardest part of college is 
getting in. But it doesn't have to be.  
 
3. Please tell us about your website, which offers some extraordinary resources – and 
it’s free, right? 
AdmissionsRevolution.com is a free online resource for students and their parents going 
through the application process. The website has over 70 videos on all facets of the college 
admissions process, a corresponding set of guides for each video, and a weekly blog. No 
matter where a family lives and what their background is they can access the resources on 
Admissions Revolution. I couldn't afford private counseling when I went through the process, 
heck I didn't even know it existed. I wanted to make sure no family was ever left in the dark 
again. In the spring of 2016, I launched SaraHarberson.com to respond to the families who 
wanted private, one-on-one counseling with me. 
 
4. What distinguishes your approach to the college application process? 
I often draw on my experience from Penn when I'm working with students. I read hundreds of 
thousands of applications, essays, and letters of recommendation over the years. I know that 
the smallest little thing gives elite colleges a reason to not admit a student. When I'm 
reviewing a student's essays or application before they send it off, I can see that one, small 
thing and I try to help them fix it. If I get the opportunity to work with the student early on, 
there's even more potential to steer them in the direction they were meant to go. I have really 
high standards for myself and those I work with. But I have rarely been disappointed by a 
student who wasn't willing to show me some grit. 
 
I also think like a Dean of Admissions and understand the institutional priorities that impact 
college admissions. When families scratch their heads about why a college does things a 
certain way, I understand why. But I ultimately want to come up with solutions.  
 
The most influential experience was working at a high school and seeing the stress and 
pressure students feel on a daily basis. I have great empathy for the kids going through this 
process. All of my videos and writing about this process has a clear tone to it: We need to do 
better for our kids.  
 
5. What do you hope parents will take away from your presentation at BxSci? 
I want parents to walk away from this presentation feeling excited, inspired, and empowered 
with knowledge about this process.  
One more thing to note is that having your child at Bronx Science speaks to what they are 
capable of doing in the future. They are used to working hard; they are used to proving 
themselves; and nothing is better preparation for success in college than coming here for 
high school.  
 
WANT MORE? 
 
Here’s a blog post that Sara wrote which you will definitely find helpful! Here’s the 
link http://saraharberson.com/5-things-every-student-know-college-admissions/. 
 
WE HOPE TO SEE YOU ON 11/17 at 7:00PM 
 
 


